
HANNINGFIELD
FLYFISHERS
ASSOCIATION

MEMBERS NEWSLETTER    ISSUE No 50, SEPTEMBER 2011
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The reservoir so far this season has produced some nice fish, hard fighting and fully finned. A few fish have had cormorant stabs through them but not as many as in previous years.

I have spoken to quite a few anglers recently and they seem to be happy with the fishing so far. They are wondering where the elusive lodge is - I don’t know the answer.
In the last newsletter I mentioned the dragon boat race but unfortunately it is not going to happen this year. There was a mix up in communications which led me to include this in the last newsletter and the true fact was only known after it had gone to print. It’s a shame because our team won last year and we had spent considerable time training “off the water” towards retaining our title, with Alan Stern also managing to achieve some sponsorship for our team. The reservoir management in reviewing the possibility for 2012 had concluded that in the current circumstances proceeding would not be a viable situation.

The floating line competition is on the 18th September and will be in aid of Little Haven’s Children’s Hospice, a very good cause. The reservoir is donating all the fishing and boats and the restaurant is supplying food for our lunch, a magnificent gesture by them. Details are in the main newsletter.

If you didn’t manage to get to the CLA Game Fair at Blenheim Palace at the end of July you missed a good weekend, probably one of the best so far. Some great deals were to be had and there were some good demonstrations by top anglers. They have some good competitions to enter that test your skills. Next year the Game Fair will be at Belvoir Castle in Grantham, Leicestershire. It will be held on the weekend of Friday 20th to Sunday 22nd July.

I have now taken charge of the Zenith which is the new “sintrix” rods by Hardy. The sintrix is a carbon fibre held together with a resin impregnated with silica nano spheres. The technology is brand new and produces a material that is significantly stronger (60%) and up to 30% lighter than traditional carbon fibre. If you fancy having a cast with it give me a shout and I will arrange to meet up with you.

Finally I would like to wish all of our anglers that qualified for the England eliminator final the best of luck at the final.

Tight lines

Nigel
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NOTES FROM THE LODGE


NOTES FROM THE LODGE – August 2011


This season continues to be a strong one despite the lack of sun in what is meant to be our summer. Boat numbers are still up on last year and I am confident that this pattern will continue to the end of the year with steady numbers of good sized fish being recorded each week. 

A few changes have taken place once again on site since the last newsletter with one of the biggest enhancements being the re-fit of one of our old fish cages. It has been brought in and completely over-hauled with new nets, poles and walk boards around the outside edge.  A delivery of fish into the cage has already happened so we have the ability to grow some more on over the winter months and into next year ready for another big fish release during the 2012 season. 

The other additions to the site which I’m sure many of our regular customers would have already noticed, is the additional 5 Coulmn boats which are currently awaiting the arrival of their new engines, livery and associated ropes and anchors to accompany them.

It is most probable that Hanningfield will receive another wheelie boat for the 2012 season and discussions with the EA are taking place to facilitate this boat for our less able anglers.

The new jetty is now in full swing and we have had a few months to play around with it and get used to how it is moved around. It is a great addition to the site for which we have had lots of positive feedback.  At the end of the jetty a new rescue boat will soon be in position and the order has already been placed with our supplier. 

Following on from the most recent HFA / users meeting, we have taken onboard a suggestion to consider reduced boat prices on a weekday.  We have therefore decided to trial ½ price boat hire throughout August and September.  

I think all that’s left to say now is I look forward to seeing you all again over the course of the next few months until the season is wrapped up again for yet another year. Look out for the latest edition of the GoFishing newsletter that is being printed as we speak.


Graham Brown
Senior Ranger
Essex & Suffolk Water Co.

NEWS FROM THE BOAT

After a cold early start to the season we had to wait until mid-May for Hanningfield to show that it is still a major trout fishery. 

Fish that had eluded us earlier were now plump hard-fighting critters, a match for any large water fishery in the U.K.

With June came more settled weather and the fish responded as we had hoped, particularly feeding hard very high in the water.  Some fish were very aggressive with the intent on turning the table on unprepared anglers by stealing their rods.  Much to my chagrin, I was one such victim, my beautiful 9ft SLT Sage now resides at the bottom of Hanningfield reservoir.  I now wind my line around my ankle when answering a call of nature, which as I become older is much more frequent.

To add to our pleasure a goodly number of large fish were released from the cage, some being over 10lbs.  Well done Hanningfield Management. 

Also very well done, following our request made at the June User Group meeting for them to consider the possibility of making ½ day boats available to anglers, the reservoir staff  have responded positively by reducing the price of full day boats to £10 from Mondays to Fridays during August and September. This will be a great boon to both those who only wish to fish for part of the day as well as the all-day anglers.

In the first two weeks of July, fishing was still very good.  Unfortunately, as is usual, the latter two weeks became more difficult and will remain so until about the third week of August.  Good fishing should be ours through to late October, weather permitting.  During this exciting back end fishing, and before we call the season over and retire to our easy chair with a newspaper and suitable warm drink, fortified of course, we should encounter the return of the large black buzzer, the small green and the small red buzzer.  Some small sedges may be seen.  A fall of daddies is possible during September and floating snails happen some years, maybe this?  We must not overlook fry feeding and have our imitations at the ready.  The main food source in recent years at this time has been our old friend the daphnia.

Financial

Steady as she goes.  I am content with the adjustments I have made to my portfolio and I am prepared for most situations.  Weak governments will continue to prevaricate making us suffer for longer than need be, it was ever so.

Index linked bonds continue to reach new highs slowly and safely.  If one tries to get rich quickly the odds are that one will get poorer even more quickly.

Slowly slowly catchee monkey
Slowly slowly catchee fishee
Slowly slowly makee richee

Tight lines and cool heads

Boatman

NEWS FROM THE BANK

Two further stockings of fish took place in the week commencing 10th May so there are plenty of fish to go for now.  Some, if not all, of the grown on fish, have been released from the cages and some of these have been caught from the peninsular and Middlemead, which has now started to fish well after a slow start. 

I personally have been lucky enough to catch 3 fish over 6lb taken on floating line using a pheasant tail nymph on the dropper and gold-head hare’s ear on the point.  From 11th May to 16th May the peninsular fished well using floating line and buzzers and from 18th to 20th May Middlemead fished well using the bung and floating lines.

Apart from one day,  the week beginning 21st May was a write-off as far as bank fishing was concerned due to squally south and south westerly winds (all too common). On the one fishable day good bags were taken at Middlemead with the best scaling over 12lb.  Yet another stocking of fish took place this week. 

The warm weather and more easterly winds at the end of May and early June produced some great sport at Middlemead, the goldfish bowl and the east wall.  The most productive method unsurprisingly was using the bung (not again I hear you say!).  Blustery south west winds during the third week in June made for very difficult bank fishing.

The new gate at Middlemead is now operational but I think we will need to take body building courses to deal with its’ weight (one ton?)

The final week in June was also very windy, however, on 29th June the wind abated and I managed 8 for 20 ¼lb at Middlemead using my favourite method. (No prizes for guessing which one).  Strong south westerly winds and a green algae bloom virtually killed the fishing during the first 10 days in July.  Northerly winds on the 13th and 14th July produced good fishing on Middlemead with floating line and buzzers (orange was a good colour) being most effective.  The lure was also successful.

We had to wait until 21st July for the north west wind again, the first day was disappointing with only 2 fish caught but the following day was more productive.  One angler had a 7lb fish on his first cast.  I was lucky enough to get 5 – 4 on a red buzzer on the middle dropper – best fish 5 ½lb.

Sign of the times – a notice at the lodge describing most effective techniques.

Floating line and buzzers
 Di7 with large lures
Lobworm on float!!

A useful tip for all bank anglers – it often pays to fish the cast out right to the bank.  In one session recently I took two fish over 3lb when the tip of the floating fly line was no more than 6 – 8 feet from the bank.  

Hopefully the water levels will drop soon and we can look forward to some excellent sport wading on the natural bank.

Bankman

SOCIAL PROGRAMME


The following are being planned

Christmas dinner

Based on our enjoyable experience last year, this year’s Christmas dinner will again be at

“The White Horse” at Ramsden Heath.

Our dinner is being arranged for SATURDAY DECEMBER  3rd, meeting  at 7.00pm for7.30 pm. with the menu as follows-

Starters from – 
Stilton and celery soup with crusty bread,
Melon and parma ham,
Classic prawn cocktail with a twist,
Layered pork and chicken liver pate topped with cranberry, served with red onion chutney and warm toast,
Roasted pork belly served on wilted spinach and a cider reduction.

Main course from –
Roast turkey with all the normal trimmings,
Roast beef with various trimmings,
A root veg and goats cheese nut roast,
Steamed salmon,
Broccoli and mushroom pasta bake,
Roasted supreme of chicken.
All served with roast potatoes, Brussel sprouts, carrots and honey roasted parsnips.

Desserts from –
Traditional Christmas pudding,
Homemade apple and cinnamon crumble,
Chocolate Yule log,
Homemade sherry trifle,
A cheese board selection.

Plus tea or coffee served with petit fours

Note that all other drinks are to be purchased separately.
Cost for this, following negotiations with the White Horse, is £20 per person, unchanged from last year.

We hope that as many of you as possible will come along and enjoy a pleasant evening with your colleagues – all are very welcome. 

Enclosed with the newsletter is a booking form for your use to reserve places for yourselves plus guests etc for the evening.
We have reserved seats at the White Horse for the evening but are assured that further places should be possible if notified in time if the demand from members is high. 

Please help us to make the necessary arrangements with the White Horse to cater for all who would like to attend by letting us know your requirements as soon as possible. Please also enclose the necessary payment fees for yourself and your guests when returning the booking form to us to guarantee your place for the evening. Thank you!

Cheese and Wine Party

It is planned to hold a cheese and wine party in 2012, again at West Hanningfield village hall, with the date planned as Saturday February 4th.

Please note this in your diaries. Full details will be published in the December newsletter.


WINTER PROGRAMME

As in previous years we are working with the Friends of Hanningfield in developing a comprehensive, and we hope, interesting and informative programme of events to take us through the winter months and prepare us for the 2012 season.

The fly-tying evenings will again be held on Wednesday evenings in West Hanningfield village hall, starting at 7pm from Wednesday 19th October and running through to March 2011, marshalled primarily by Peter Yeoman, Hugh Nolan and Richard Savage from whom more details can be got.

Specific presentations, all in the West Hanningfield village hall, are still being finalised.

One of these will be a presentation by Hugh Nolan, “salmon and trout fishing in Iceland”, based on his personal visit during late September 2011. The date for this will be confirmed once the rest of the programme has been established.

Full details will be published in the December newsletter.

WEB SITE

It is www.hanningfieldflyfishing.co.uk  Nearly 10,000 visits have now been made to our revamped website. Visitors to the website can access the latest Newsletter, details of forthcoming events, competition fixtures and match results, the latest AMFC Newsletter, a link to the latest catch details at Hanningfield, as well as a selection of trout recipes!
If any members have news or information that they would like to be included on the web site such as photos of significant catches, relevant angling reports from the reservoir, etc. or would like to advertise commercially on the site would you please contact our web site co-ordinator Alan Maskell (01245 353679) or Email at a.g.maskell@talktalk.net . Thank you.

CHARITY ANGLING DAYS

FLOATING LINE EVENT

You will know that the proposed Pro-/Am “floating line charity match” – proceeds going to Little Haven – was cancelled in mid May due to a poor response from anglers. A primary reason for this lack of support seemed to be that it was planned to take place on the bank holiday weekend.

This has proved to be a popular and well supported event in the past and following review of the competition calendar to avoid clashes with other planned events it has been rescheduled to SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 18th. This date revision was advised in your June newsletter

Following talks with the reservoir staff, who have been most co-operative in supporting this charity event, I am pleased to announce some changes to the format for the day, including a stop for an included lunch, aimed at making the day not only a good fishing experience but also a pleasant social day.

Fishing will now be in two sessions, from 9am to 12.30pm and from 1.30pm to 5.00pm with a lunch, provided by the reservoir, in between.
Registration for the day will be at 8am with a boat draw around 8.30am. 
Fishing will be fly-fishing only, to reservoir rules governing fly choice etc, from either anchored or drifting boats. The only restriction is the use of floating lines for this event.

Presentation of trophies and the drawing of the raffle will be at the end of the day.

Cost of this event will be £30 per head, representing a very good deal for a day’s fishing. The cost includes both a full day’s fishing permit and the boat cost, plus the mid day lunch.

We will be holding a raffle on the day to raise additional charity funds – any donations as raffle prizes will be very welcome!

Note that as weekends are normally extremely busy we have had to pre-book boats so that the reservoir staff can manage all boat bookings from the start of the day on the 18th, knowing exactly how many boats are available for the general public.

In the June newsletter, anglers wishing to take part in this event were requested to contact either Nigel Angus on 01268 767140 or mobile 07710590559, or Alan Stern on 07785750306 to reserve a seat. A cut off date of August 31st was defined to support booking the appropriate number of boats for the day and many of you have reserved boat places for the event.
If on receipt of this newsletter you were not one of these and at this late stage would like to take part it might just be possible for additional boats to be made available to the HFA for this event. It is absolutely essential in this case that you immediately contact either Alan or Nigel so that they can establish if a place could be made available to you. Turning up on the day without a reserved place will almost certainly mean no chance of taking part in this event.

Note that this is a day donated by Hanningfield Reservoir, to whom we express our most grateful thanks, and organised by OUR CLUB, The Hanningfield Flyfishers Association, so let’s make it a special day and raise some funds for a most worthy, good, cause – The Little Haven’s Children’s Hospice.
                         
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Note for your diary. The provisional date for our 2012 Annual General Meeting has been established as Sunday January 22nd, 2012. It will be held at the South Hanningfield Village Hall (subject to booking confirmation), starting at 10.30am.

Full details, etc will be confirmed in the December newsletter.
USER GROUP MEETING

A User Group meeting with representatives of the Hanningfield anglers and the reservoir management, chaired by Perry Woolner was held on June 21st. Below is a summary of the main points discussed and decisions made at the meeting.

1/ Fishing Lodge and site improvements – Currently awaiting tender prices for work planned including a new Lodge design, prior to proceeding. Completion date for work is hopefully by end March 2012.
5 new boats have arrived, awaiting delivery of 8 new engines for boat fleet. Also awaiting for trial a new battery operated boat.
2/ Stocking of brown trout – will not be pursued because on a value – for – money basis browns are a much higher cost than rainbows.
However actions are being planned to revise the “grown-on” cages, providing with new nets, giving capability to continue grown-on policy to later point in the fishing season.
3/ Pre-payment of fishing boats - With immediate effect this has been agreed by reservoir but for permit holders only and under fixed conditions. 7 tickets have to be paid for ‘up-front’ (cost £140) with an 8th ticket free. On receipt of a phone call from the purchaser to the Lodge, or personal attendance in advance of the day, a boat will be allocated for the angler on the day requested.
The provision of a ½ day boat, that is 5 hours for £10, was also requested and Perry agreed to look at this suggestion. It was understood that any agreement, even if different to that proposed, would only be available during the period Monday’s to Friday’s. (Note that subsequent to the meeting the price of a boat mid-week in August and September has been revised to £10).
4/ Refreshments and food availability early morning and late evening - Considered to be non-viable from a financial view point and no provision will be considered.
In the longer term provision of a coffee machine is a firm consideration for the new fishing lodge.
5/ Limited shop opening during the close season - Following consideration this has been agreed from Monday to Friday during the closed season. The rangers will open the shop between times to be advised. ( Clarification from the reservoir on this is that the shop WONT be open officially, it will be made available IF an angler wants it. We will simply log on to the system and open it up if need be but it won’t be open for normal trading).
6/ Bank security and fishing permit random checks – We were assured that 2 daily checks are now being made on the dam walls with checks also on bag limits and possible carrying of alcoholic drinks (against reservoir rules).
7/ Any further thoughts or actions on rule infringements - No further immediate actions planned as the reservoir believe that current policies and enforcement actions are proving sufficient and to be working.
8/ Update on stocking policy. - The Fishery seem to be very satisfied with the current arrangements and implementation actions. More stocking is planned between now and the end of the season. Stocking will depend on card returns and fish size being available, but we were assured there will be plenty of fish for the reservoir anglers. In respect of stocking locations we were advised that building work has prevented stocking on the west bank currently. Low water levels and blue algae also presenting additional problems. No current indication on when stocking at the west bank could re-commence.
9/ Overgrown bramble bushes near to Hall Point. - Point made in respect of bank fishing and work to rectify will be put in place. The subject of possible work on over-grown trees was also discussed but it was felt by the reservoir management very unlikely that trees could be cut down, for a variety of reasons.
10/ Any other business
Provision of a new replacement rib safety boat in hand, hopefully by end of season.
Provision of more hand rails on the new boat jetty, similar to the one fitted at present, was requested. The reservoir confirmed they were looking at this possibility.
	

Hints on fishing Hanningfield



 Sometimes by careful observation you
 can actually see where the fish might 
 be found 


NATURE RESERVE


NEWS FROM THE RESERVE

We are counting the days of summer at Hanningfield Reservoir Visitor centre – literally! 
Counting the water level percentage of the reservoir is a familiar seasonal interest with visitors. We are counting the bats as they emerge from the roof at twilight and counting the visitors coming through the doors by day. Mammal management at its peak!

Marine management is prominent in the wildlife trusts’ current campaign. Petition Fish II is a campaign to demonstrate how important a healthy and well protected marine Environment is to us all. As a result of 10 years of campaigning, driven forward by The Wildlife Trusts, The Marine and Coastal Access Act was passed in 2009. The passing of the Act has provided us with a real opportunity to make a difference to our often overlooked marine species. We must ensure the government understands the importance of these highly protected areas, to ensure they are well connected with one another to allow our marine wildlife to thrive and flourish.

We have a unique opportunity to restore the UK’s wonderful coasts and seas to Living Seas, Sign a scale at the centre and add your voice to our campaign! The Wildlife Trusts will present our signatures to MP’s at Westminster in spring 2012. More counting – we need 100,000!!

You can count on the centre providing a varied programme of events for little tiddlers or cheeky monkeys. The warm weather has encouraged sightings of small laughing mammals enjoying den building, pond dipping and mini beast hunting out on the reserve. The education officers and volunteers have been very busy capturing imaginations. No traps involved!

If you enjoy a hunt why not book on our fascinating fungi event on Saturday 1st October 2pm-5pm for an idyllic identification event, spotting and collecting fungi on the nature reserve. An indoor examination and information session will follow the walk, in which specimens will be scientifically explored. Cost is £5 adult/£3 child.
Other events in October are :-

A basic map and navigation course on Sunday 9th October 10am-4pm. Cost £25 per person. Introduction to Birds on Sunday 16th October, 10am-12.30pm. cost £5 per person.
Photographic exhibition on Saturday 19th-Sunday 20th October.
Bird Advice Day on Sunday 16th October, 11am-4pm.
“Photography In The Park” Course on Saturday 22nd October 10am – 4pm, cost £40 per person. Owl Evening on Wednesday 26th October, 7.30pm-9.30pm. cost £5 adult/£3 child. 
“Second Hand” book sale on Saturday 29th -30th October.
Autumn Walk on Sunday 30th October, 10am-1pm. cost £5 per person.

Phew!! That’s all in 1 month!

Hope we can count on your support!

Jo Scillitoe (Assistant Visitor Centre Manager)

MEMBERSHIP


Currently stands at 108 that in view of the current financial climatic conditions represents a strong commitment to our Association.
We thank you all for continuing to support the HFA and in trusting your committee to try to represent you where required and to provide some on-going events through the year.

If any of you have any suggestions for possible follow up or adoption – please let us know. 

As stated before, if you move address or change your telephone number please let me know so I can ensure you do get all of the HFA information including your regular newsletters on a timely basis.
MEMBER’S CONTRIBUTIONS

Letter to the editor:

I understand that you think that my cartoon of ‘day fishermen from far away might be breaking the rules’, is not representative of the general situation at Hanningfield and as a result were not prepared to put it in the newsletter.

Whilst I accept that this is not the case, we have had reports from one of our oldest members that at weekends he found the situation unacceptable with a minority of fishermen flouting the rule on a regular basis.

The introduction of ‘any method’ has transformed the numbers at weekends and possibly ensured the future of trout fishing here, but with the added revenue there should now be provision for sufficient staff to ensure that rules are obeyed by all.

Sincerely , Paul Gregg


The ‘GLA’ Game Fair , Blenheim Palace 2011.

The weather was fine and the venue is of course outstanding. Judging by the number of car parks and their remoteness to the exhibition, the number of people attending must have been at record levels.

After attending quite a few of these events it can be ‘so much of the same’ and I’ve seen it all before, but if you pre book your show guide it can save you those weary walks to the things you have missed.

I wanted some hen hackles and was fortunate to meet an expert on the ‘Chevron ‘ stand. The company specialises in capes and the hens were realistically priced at about £20. I bought several and was well pleased.

As usual there were masses of rods to try and you could watch the experts with their effortless casting- some times with two hands!

Is it worth the effort? Every year I say no- but I still go!
Next year it’s back to Belvoir Castle, Grantham on the 20-22 July 2012. See you there.   

Greggy



GOURMETS CORNER

This recipe, designed to keep in all the juices and aromas, goes back to Roman times (when it was cooked in terracotta) but is modified now to be wrapped in foil and oven baked. It is simply-

Trout baked in foil

Requires 1 trout, about 1kg, lemon slices (32 or so), a small bunch of chervil, a bunch of parsley, about 100gms unsalted butter, plus pepper and salt. Serves 3 – 4 people

Method –
1/ Preheat the oven to 200 degrees C / gas mark 6.

2/ Clean the trout and remove all the scales. Fillet the trout, wash and dry the fillets, then make regularly spaced incisions through the skin of both fillets.

3/ On two large pieces of foil place about 8 slices of lemon on each (fillet to go over these). Put ½ the herbs and around 30 gms butter (chopped in small pieces) on the lemon slices, then put a fillet of trout on each piece of foil, cut side up, over the lemon, herbs and butter. Divide the remaining butter in two and rub on the skin side of each fillet, into the cuts. Season with salt and pepper, then add the remaining lemon slices onto the top of the fillet. Close the foil around each fillet to produce a sealed bag.

4/ Bake in the preheated oven for around 20 to 25 minutes.

The fish is delicious served with a simple boiled potato salad, and of course is improved further with a glass of chilled white wine.

If the packages are well sealed they could also be cooked on a charcoal grill.


FLY-TYERS CORNER

The cormorant is something that would be regarded with hatred by most trout fishermen because of the damage it does to fish stocks in trout and freshwater fisheries.

Whether this is the reasoning behind the naming of this fly – The Cormorant – because of the damage to be done in a skilful angler’s hand I do not know, but it is a most effective fly throughout the season.

Materials required :- size 10 or 12 standard wet fly hook (eg Kamasan B175), black tying thread, peacock herl, gold wire, black marabou.

Method :-

1/ hook in vice, tie on thread and take in close turns to end of straight portion of hook trapping in a piece of gold wire and 3-4 strands of peacock herl. Take thread back in even turns to head end of fly.

2/ Wind the peacock herl in touching turns to the head end to form body, secure and cut off excess herl. Next wind gold wire the opposite way round the body to make a rib (also securing herl), tie off and trim off excess wire.

3/ Take a pinch of marabou and secure on top of the fly to form an over-wing so that the ends of the marabou are just beyond the end of the body. Cut off excess marabou and then form a neat head with the tying thread. Apply a couple of coats of varnish to the fly to complete the pattern

The above represents the most simple pattern for this fly. Other patterns that are effective include ribbing the body with various colours of holographic tinsel, including a cheek either side just behind the head and over the herl – biots, orange or amber floss, etc, or having a thorax for the immediate part of the body behind the head – say of pearl mylar, fluorescent materials,etc.

Tie your own unique pattern and give it a go.
Hi…I’m Colin

 

It’s August and 
Nobody is catching
Fish. We’re the same. 
Going hungry!
( just kidding!)

COMPETITION SECTION NEWS

GENERAL REVIEW

The season is now well underway and anglers are experiencing the normal high and low points, elation and frustration as the competitions proceed.
The third club event, run in conjunction with the second round of the England eliminator competition was a very successful day for all. Full results are in the main section following along with the effect on the championship placements and those qualifying to compete in the England eliminator final.
The second, third and fourth rounds of the AMFC proved to be frustrating and disappointing for our team and we have lots to do if we are to continue in group 1. Results are later in the main section.
Several anglers were successful in their heats of the Lexus competition but were less fortunate in the final that always is a very fiercely contested event. Limited results are in the main section.
Members are also advised that we are planning for a section dinner following the last club competition of the season in October but cannot commit to this until we have absolute confirmation of sufficient support nearer to the date. Please note the information in the main section following and give this your attention if you want the event to take place.
Finally I would like it to be known that I am stepping down from the position of competition secretary after the last match as it is becoming increasingly hard for me to commit to attending every match at Hanningfield and the associated meetings due to work and costs incurred by travelling from Nottinghamshire. 

Competition Section Dinner

A dinner for competition section members (and their other ‘halves’ / partners – they are most welcome to join us) is being planned for the evening following the last club competition on Sunday October 16th. It is proposed to hold it at the “White Horse” at Ramsden Heath with whom tentative arrangements have been made to cater for us on that evening (after their normal meal closing times). Probable timing is for 6pm for 6.30pm meal with a “Sunday Roast” carvery meal and a dessert. Final menu confirmation can be made once sufficient member (plus guest) support is known and the reservation can be confirmed.
You will recall that last year many members were expecting a meal after the last match but had not indicated support / provided the appropriate fees well in advance and before the last match as requested. As a result the indicated support was not at a sufficient level to confirm our bookings that year and the meal was cancelled.
The current arrangements this year are only temporary and do require us to go back well before the day to confirm that levels of  support are satisfactory to the White Horse and that they are prepared to provide the meal for us at a time beyond their normal meal closing hours. If you want the meal to take place – and in the past it’s been a good social event to round off the club season – then you must let us know and provide the required deposit as soon as requested by us. We will not be chasing you to see if you would like to support the meal, it’s up to you to let us know.
All competition section members will be contacted in the next couple of weeks to ask for the match fees for the last match of the season to be sent to Alan Stern to support boat booking reservation (as current practice this year) and you will be asked at the same time to provide a deposit of £10 per person for you (and guests if appropriate) to cover your required needs for the dinner. We need to know firm numbers to attend the meal no later than 4 weeks before the match to enable the meal booking to be secured if support is OK.

There will be a presentation of club prizes and a raffle following the meal.

CLUB COMPETITION

The 3rd round of the club competition, run in conjunction with the 2nd round of the England eliminator competition was held at Hanningfield on Sunday 19th June. Conditions looked good, dry with mixed sun and cloud but with a fairly strong south-westerly wind at the start of the day. This did ease later in the day but by then most of the competitors had long since finished.
The fishing proved to be very good indeed with 20 of the 21 competitors catching their limit. First to finish, following a 10 am start was Phil Shaw-Brown who had his limit by 10.50 am, and by 12 am 5 more competitors had joined him.
The fish were mainly in the top of the water with blobs and boobies pulled quickly, plus nymphs fished more slowly being the most successful method. Later in the day when the wind eased a bit buzzers fished on the hang under a buoyant fly bung also proved very effective.
At the start the peninsular all the way up to the valve tower was the best area but later on the west bank was most productive with many better fish. With only 1lb per hour time bonus catching the better fish did effect the final positions considerably adding an extra consideration to the competitor’s choice of fishing location.
On the day top spot went to Phil Shaw-Brown with a final weight of 28 lbs 3 oz, a splendid effort that also included the best fish on the day, a superb conditioned rainbow of 6lbs 9oz. He was followed by Alan Stern, 22lbs 11oz, Charlie Abrahams, 21lbs 12oz, Gary Morris, 21lbs 9oz, Andy Brown, 21lbs 9oz and Bart Farmer, 20lbs 13 oz. 5 other competitors finished with weights over 20lbs and 3 with weights over 19 lbs. All weights included time bonuses.
Overall 163 fish were caught at an average weight of 1lb 14oz.
These results mean that current positions in the club championship after 3 round show Lloyd Pallett currently leading with 9 points, followed by Gary Morris, 19 points, Alan Stern, 20 points, Phil Shaw-Brown, 25 points with Andrew Brown, Leigh Pond and Lee Bartlett all with 28 points. With only the best 3 results from this year’s competition to count in the final analysis, the final positions will be determined at the next competition when a good finish could propel them into the top 3 positions.
The final club match for the season is on Sunday October 16th and all members are encouraged to support this so that our season goes off on a high.

All the competitors enjoyed the days fishing on May 29th and thanks must go to Graham Brown and his rangers for providing such excellent fishing for all.


ENGLAND ELIMINATOR COMPETITION

Combining the results from the eliminator rounds put Alan Stern in top place with 4 points followed by Lloyd Pallett, 8, Lee Bartlett, 12, Gary Morris, 13, Charlie Abrahams, 14, John Stevenson and Bart Farmer, 16 points respectively. All of these qualify to compete in the England Eliminator final later in the year and we both congratulate them and wish them the best of success on the day.

AMFC LEAGUE

The second match in this year’s competition was held at Bewl on Saturday May 28th. Conditions were far from ideal for fishing, with a stiff south westerly wind constant at around 17 knots and often gusting to 24 knots, making the temperature feel very chilly and the fishing hard work. This was coupled with an overcast cloudy sky all day.
The fishing proved to be very challenging, and although a few did manage to get limit bags the overall rod average on the day of 4 fish per angler shows how hard it was.
Top team on the day were Bewl Bridge who recorded 26 fish for 59lbs 7½ oz. They were followed by Rutland Water, 27 fish for 49lbs 10oz, Fish Hawks, 24 fish for 48lbs 13½ oz and Grafham, 25 fish for 47lbs 6 oz with Hanningfield in last place with 18 fish for 31lbs 8½ oz.
Best bag on the day was recorded by Bill Rankin of Bewl Bridge at 18lbs 8oz and best fish was caught by Nick Cox at 3lbs 5oz.

The third match in this year’s competition was fished at Grafham on Thursday June 23rd. As seems so often the case these days competitors had to contend with 11-12 knot winds with considerably higher gusts. Fishing was tough for most anglers in the morning but did improve in some places in the afternoon and those lucky enough to be in those places caught quickly. Overall bag average was 4.2 fish per angler at an average weight of around 2lbs 3oz. 6 anglers managed to achieve the bag limit of 8 fish.
Top team on the day was Rutland Water F.F. with 32 fish for a total weight of 73lbs 11oz (including 3 limit bags), closely followed by Bewl Bridge with 32 fish for 70lbs 13oz (including 1 limit bag). Other results showed Grafham with 24 fish for 54lbs, Hanningfield with 21 fish for 43lbs 1oz and Fish Hawks with 13 fish for 27lbs 2 oz.
Best bag on the day was recorded by Steve Collins (Bewl) at 19lbs 12oz and the best fish was caught by Brian Calvert (Grafham) at 4lbs 10oz.

The fourth match of the season was also held at Grafham, on Saturday 23rd July. Although there was a stiff breeze blowing the fishing conditions seemed quite good as there was a build up of cloud cover and the algal bloom from previous weeks had cleared. In the event the fishing was difficult with the fish in a generally non-responsive mood and feeding fussily. Overall rod average was only 2.6 fish per angler at an average weight of around 2lbs 3oz. Only one angler, Phil Thompson of Bewl, managed a limit bag.
Top team on the day was Rutland Water F.F. with 22 fish for 52lbs 7oz, followed by Bewl with 19 fish for 48lbs 8 oz, Fish Hawks with 13 fish for 27lbs 3oz, Grafham with 12 fish for 25lbs 8oz and Hanningfield 11 fish for 19lbs 12oz.
Best bag on the day was recorded by Phil Thompson (Bewl) at 21lbs 14oz and the best fish was landed by Graham Pearson (Rutland) at 4lbs 8 oz.

After 4 rounds the accumulated points total show Rutland Water well in the lead with 18 points followed by Bewl with 14 points, Fish Hawks with 12 points, Grafham with 9 points and Hanningfield in last position with 7 points. This leaves us needing to do quite a bit in the last two matches if we are to maintain our place in group 1 for the 2012 season.

LEXUS COMPETITION

Detailed results were not available to me before publication of this newsletter. However I can confirm that in the various heats of this event Bart Farmer (4th) and Ray Malyon (Biggest Fish) qualified for the Lexus individual final at Eyebrook and Charlie Abrahams (1st) and Jeff Wilkinson (biggest Fish) qualified at Grafham. In view of the competition for places this itself represents a considerable achievement.
The final itself, held at Chew, proved to be fiercely competitive as always with the majority of the cream of trout anglers taking part. Top angler in the final was David Lang from Lincolnshire who caught 9 fish for 18lb 2oz, narrowly beating England youth team member Keiron Bonas who also caught 9 fish for 16lb 14oz. 3rd place went to Dave Currie with 8 fish for 16lb 1oz. 
Highest placed finalists from Hanningfield were Bart Farmer who did very well in this competition to finish with 3 fish (including one of £lb15oz) in 19th place, beating Dave Franklin, 4 fish and 20th place, by 3 oz. 

I would just remind members, and indeed any non members who would like to find out more about the competition section that I will be pleased to help them if they contact me.

Phil Shaw-Browne
07971782675
phil.sb@hotmail.co
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