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NEWS FROM THE CHAIRMAN


The season has got of to a cold start with few fish being caught, but the ones that have are good quality: take a look in or around the lodge for proof of this. 
I think it has a lot to do with the cold winter we have had this year, I have been fishing and teaching a lot at Chigborough in the closed season and I have never seen over three inches of ice on the water before now. The water at Hanningfield has taken a long time to reach the right temperature, but now it has it is fishing really well.

Fishing late afternoon and early evening has seen plenty of fish rising all over the reservoir. It’s nice to see this once again. Try using the washing line hanging a couple of buzzers with a dry on the point - it has worked for me on many occasions. Did I say dry – sorry, I meant booby.
Some of the fish in the cage have now been released with some over 11 pounds being caught. One was taken in the floating line competition, more about that inside.

It is too late to try and arrange a summer get together with a hog roast this year so if people are interested in supporting it next year let us know and we can try and sort something out before it’s too late again, bring the other halves and perhaps have some casting games or just a get together, you tell us what you want.

The Hanningfield flyers will be in action again in the Dragon boat race this year probably putting in two teams, we have got second place two years in a row so we are going for gold this year. It is on Sunday 29th August so please give us your support.

Just a quick one on the teaching days, they are going well with plenty of happy people leaving wanting more.

The club competitions are off to a flying start with Alan Stern leading the first round of the England eliminators. On the day a record number of anglers took part, the rod average was 7.54 - well done, good angling.

Towards the end of May we have seen some hot sunny days. Do try to remember the sun cream and make sure you take plenty of liquid out with you.

I hope you enjoy the rest of the season.

Nige
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NEWS FROM THE BOAT


What a start to the new season, cold north easterly winds from opening day until now, 10th May the time of writing, and the forecast is for it to continue for at least a few days or more.  Correspondingly the fishing has also been poor.  On the odd days of friendly weather the fish were obliging.   For those brave enough to fish with these very cold winds blowing in their faces, back dragging with D17 lines with tube flies and boobies produced some excellent fish and in good condition.

The water has been unbelievably clear with visibility down to about 12ft.  Fortunately we did not get the brown cold water algae anticipated.  There was, however, a considerable amount of dead algae rising from the lake bottom in large lumps and from a distance looked like rising fish, only to disappoint on closer inspection.  We look forward to better fishing as the weather improves.

At the end of last season some 20,000 fish were not caught.  It is generally thought that in mild winters 50% of residual stock survive for the following season.  Last year and into May this year, the winter has been long and cold so perhaps a ‘guestimate’ of say 20% would be more likely, which would give us 4,000 fish over-wintered.  It has been suggested that lakes of around 1,000 acres require 20-25 fish per acre for good and acceptable fishing.  (For small lakes it is 50 fish per acre)  Hanningfield is roughly 800 acres and would, therefore, require 800 x 25 = 20,000 fish.  At the start of fishing this year only 6,000 fish were introduced.  If we add in 4,000 fish over-wintered, we have a total of 10,000 to start the new season.  These figures would suggest that had the weather been more conducive to good fishing the results would still have not been good.  Fortunately as few fish were caught during the first 2 ½ months subsequent stockings of 9,000 fish has brought us close to the optimal level between good fishing and a viable income for the fishery.  Future stocking should match the number of fish caught to maintain this balance.  (No allowance has been made for the predation by cormorants).  If stocking levels fall, fewer fish will be caught and consequently fewer people will fish.  Over stocking would require fishing prices to be increased and this course of action would lead to fewer angling visits.

We boat fishers subsidise the bank fishers as the boat hire charges are way in excess of boat costs.  Increases in boat charges are likely also to be counter productive.  These are the dilemmas that face fishery managers which will be compounded next season when incomes of their customers decline.

In an effort to bring costs in line with incomes we should consider an additional possibility of a predominantly catch and release policy with a maximum 1 or 2 fish only taken per visit.  Chew Valley Reservoir has a weekday catch and release permit for a senior citizen for a modest £400 per year.  Maybe that is the way to go if we wish to ensure our fishing for the near future.

Finance

I have mentioned before that I was investing in Government inflation proof bonds to preserve the value of savings and to date these have proved their worth and stand at an all time high.  I do of course have other investments of slightly higher risk.  Now is still not the time to have high risk investments such as shares.  However, their time will come within the next two years I believe.  Some people whose judgement I take seriously, such as Robert Pretcher, are forecasting that it will be as long as six years and that the only safe investment is in cash or very short dated Government Bonds.  Of the future for investment Pretcher states “Be afraid, very afraid”.

God help us (politicians won’t).

Your Reverend Boatman





All I said was the anchor chain was a bit too heavy in boat number 6

NEWS FROM THE BANK

Can anyone remember a worse start to the season than this one?

It was for me the worse opening in 30 years of fishing the reservoir, with 11 visits (approximately 2 hours each time) without even a pull.

In my opinion 3 factors accounted for the poor start.

1/ the extremely cold weather and biting winds during March to mid April.
2/ The brownish tinge in the water.
3/ The initial stocking of 6000 fish compared to the 12000 in prior seasons.

On the subject of the cold water it is often said that rainbows thrive in Alaska, which is much colder than here, so why don’t our rainbows feed in the cold weather? It occurs to me that Alaskan rainbows may have evolved over the centuries to thrive in such conditions, whereas fish reared in the UK and not reproducing naturally in the wild have no such inherited features – any views on this?

However all is not doom and gloom!

I managed to catch my first fish on 23rd April, courtesy of a stocking of fish at the mole.

Since then the fishing has improved dramatically due to the warmer weather and the stocking of more fish. The peninsular and ‘geriatrics’ corner at Middlemead fished well in the last week of April and first week of May. From the 4th to 10th May Middlemead was more productive and from the 11th to 14th May the peninsular was alive with fish rising everywhere.
On the 14th May I tried the West bank to no avail but with a change of wind from the west to the east I tried Middlemead and had 4 fish in 45 minutes (best 2 ½ lbs over-wintered) and lots of pulls.

As regards flies and methods – intermediates and floating lines with black and green tadpoles and buzzers have done well. My personal favourite is to use the bung with buzzers and this has served me well – have a goldhead on the point to get the flies down.
The stock fish appear to be on the smaller size this year but they fight brilliantly and are superb eating.
On the 18th May 6 fish between 8 lbs and 10 lbs were recorded as caught from the bank.
I’m sure that the coming months will more than compensate for the poor start.

The bankman.


MEMBERSHIP

Currently stands at 119 and we thank you all for continuing to support the HFA and in trusting your committee to try to represent you where required and to provide some on-going events through the year.

If any of you have any suggestions for possible follow up or adoption – please let us know.

As stated in the March newsletter those members who had not renewed their membership by the time of issue of the June newsletter have been assumed as terminating their membership and have been removed from the list.

If, whilst fishing, a colleague comments on not receiving his newsletter it could be because of a postal glitch or because membership has not been renewed. Please ask him to contact me so the situation can be satisfactorily resolved.

As stated before, if you move address or change your telephone number please let me know so I can ensure you do get all of the HFA information.

One non-renewer this year is an old colleague of many, Terry O’Rorke, who has been a regular at Hanningfield for many, many years and has served in various capacities on the committee in the past. Health issues have regrettably meant that fishing at Hanningfield is no longer a real practicality.

He has asked to be reminded to all of his old friends at the water and to thank them for their camaraderie in the past and the very many happy memories he has of fishing with them.

If any of you would like to contact him at any time he will be very grateful to relive old memories with you.


 NOTES FROM THE LODGE


JUNE 2010

Can you believe already we are 4 months into the fishing season and what a challenging start for some.

The first few weeks of the season started relatively slow with the unusually cold winter having an impact on the fishing. The met office have quoted that due to the unprecedented cold weather over the winter period, it has put the seasons back somewhat for the year!! Indeed for the fishing, it did start that way. Bank anglers had a particularly slow start but with the weather now warming up, and the water temperature rising, I am very pleased to say that from mid April onwards, it did pick up somewhat with many bag limits of 8 fish being caught on a regular basis.

The fishing tuition is now under way for both “Any Method” and fly and I’m pleased to say that as always, there has been a lot of interest shown and places are fast being booked up. I am looking to increase the advertising for these events in order to push the experience and to encourage more people to visit the site and take up the sport. 

Over the next few months, we will begin to start releasing some of the fish in the cage. They are still eating like crazy and are packing on some real weight. I’m hoping once again that mid to late part of the season, we will be seeing many of them caught and hopefully with many of them over the 10lb mark. I challenge anyone to beat Nigel’s specimen last year of 15lb 3oz. I may even be able to arrange a small prize for the first fish this year over that weight. That doesn’t mean you can start casting into the nets though chaps!!

We are shortly expecting to take delivery of a boat trailer which is something we have not had at Hanningfield in the past. By having this, we can take boats out of the water and park in the boatshed for re-painting and maintenance. This will give us a dry, warm area to give paint and stickers the best possible chance to “take” and go off. Whilst doing this, we can also carry out any other necessary work that needs doing to the boat itself or the engine. 

The new security project that was mentioned in the last news letter is now complete. We have much improved lighting around the exit gates and a new locking system on the gate itself. We have also upgraded the CCTV system around site both inside and out.

The eagle eyed amongst you may have noticed the new “Multi User” track that has now been completed. There are 4 new areas for people to walk and to sit by the edge of the reservoir. The track has been designed to allow easy access for wheelchairs and prams to be pushed along it.

Take a stroll along the track sometime, and if you go as far as the 4th hammerhead, I think you will be pleasantly surprised by the beauty spot that awaits you at the end. It really is a lovely peaceful area to sit and gaze out at the water. 

Graham Brown
Senior Ranger
Essex and Suffolk Water

GOURMETS CORNER


This issue’s recipe is provided by Leon Greene, (out of Good Housekeeping) takes only a small time to prepare (around 15 minutes) and looks really delicious. Thank you Leon!

It is “SMOKED TROUT AND GIN PASTA”

Requires – fresh garlic, a lemon, gin, milk, spring onions, smoked trout, pasta shells.

Method :- Heat 1 tablespoon of vegetable oil in a large pan and fry one clove of crushed fresh garlic and the zest of 1 lemon for 1 minute.
Add 100 ml (3½ fl oz) gin and bubble for 2 minutes. Stir in 150 ml (5 fl oz) milk, 6 thinly sliced spring onions and 250 gm (9 oz) skinned, de-boned and flaked smoked trout.
Heat through and check seasoning, adjusting to taste.

Toss through hot and strained pasta, 350 gm (12 oz) of pasta shells, and serve sprinkled with 15 gm (½ oz) toasted pine nuts.

WEB SITE

Revision to the HFA web site is virtually complete and provides a more “user friendly” access for those reaching it. It has the same address as before, that is www.hanningfieldflyfishing.co.uk 

To date over 2000 hits have been recorded this year so it is showing it’s worth in promoting the reservoir and providing information on your Association, the HFA.

Additional information to further enhance the site can be accommodated so if members have any input that they would like to see included, such as photos of significant catches, relevant angling reports from the reservoir, etc. or would like to advertise commercially on the site would you please contact our web site coordinator Alan Maskell (01245 353679) or Email at a.g.maskell@talktalk.net . Thank you.



WINTER PROGRAMME

The 2009 – 10 winter programme has now finished and we are beginning to think ahead to the 2010 -11 winter months.

It has proved difficult at times to provide some really tip-top fresh presenters for your entertainment and to help you improve your performance, so if any of you have any suggestions, please let me know.

Whilst we have generally, in the past, tried to concentrate on aspects of trout fishing maybe the time has come when we should widen the possibilities and try to cover other types of fishing.

Should we cover fly fishing for other species such as pike, carp, bass, pollack, etc?

Please let me have your views. Would you be interested in a presentation that covers some of the specialist angling packages to far flung parts of the world – if so, maybe we could find someone to come and advise on these possibilities.

We try to cover the aspirations of members so please help us with your thoughts.
Our thanks are given to all of those involved in running and tutoring the fly tying evenings during the last winter months, especially to Hugh Nolan, Peter Yeoman and Richard Savage for their efforts in ensuring that the weekly event was run to a very high standard.


REMINDERS

I would like to remind you again that when you visit the reservoir you must complete a return card at the conclusion of your visit.

Whilst nice to register a good day, a “poor” or “NIL” return is just as valuable (some may say even more important) as this could indicate that stocks need refreshing.

The information is pulled together and does help the reservoir staff with their ongoing examination and execution of stocking policy. This can only benefit you in the long run.

All of us like to enjoy our fishing mindful of respecting other anglers fishing on the water and ensuring that our actions do not interfere with their fishing pleasure.

Motoring boats from spot to spot quietly and responsibly, observing reasonable distances from other anglers, bank or boat, ensuring your safety on the water by observing the rules on the wearing of life jackets and not standing in the boat whilst casting, etc are taken as common practice.

Many regulars have noticed the flouting of some fishery rules (intended for all anglers benefit) such as multiple rod usage, trolling under power, apparent excess catch retention, etc. and have reported these to the reservoir staff.

They are responding vigorously and positively to these notifications and this is likely to lead to a better fishery for all of us.

If you see such practice then contact the rangers so that these illegal practices can be stamped out. Thank you.




SOCIAL PROGRAMME

Events during the winter months were very well supported and feed back was very positive.

No specific events have been organised for the next few months, in large part because historically there are so many very varied pursuits that can be done during the longer summer daylight hours that little interest has been forthcoming to support an organised event.

We are always open to change, so if you have any suggestions let us know and we can build on your ideas for possible future adoption.

We are planning to have a Christmas meal at the end of the season and have made provisional bookings already for Saturday December 11th, for the White Horse at Ramsden Heath. Please note this in your diary if you are planning to or would like to attend. Further details will be issued in the September newsletter.

We also plan to have another cheese and wine party in 2011, possibly February, and again will give you further information in the September newsletter.

NATURE RESERVE

News from the Nature Reserve

If Hanningfield Nature reserve supported a football team then it would definitely be ‘The Blues’ this season! There is a banner of blue across Well Wood in the delicate form of bluebells. The woodland flowers are intensified by the bright blue skies with the sparkling blue reservoir providing a majestic backdrop. You can certainly shake off ‘the blues’ with a soul lifting stroll on the reserve this time of year.

With the world cup fast approaching we are hoping to offer a tranquil setting for escapism, reflection or recuperation from those tense England matches! We know we have many fans supporting Essex Wildlife Trust!

There are many events to choose from including a healing herbs walk on Saturday 26th June & a Cream tea walk on Sunday 27th June. For those wanting to learn why not try a basic map & navigation course on Sunday 4th July or enjoy expert photography tuition on the photo in the park course Sunday 18th July.

If you want to spend some money come along to one of our popular optic days, the next is on Saturday 10th June. And finally for the young at heart we have some inflatable fun days in late July and early August for the kids!

Always checkout our face-book page www.facebook.com/EWTHanningfield for future event fixtures – you are sure to find a winner!

The wildlife are competing for more than a trophy, they are fighting for survival. As breeds produce offspring we are seeing winners and losers in the game of natural survival. The Nest box cam is broadcasting the arrival of a Great Tit’s brood – she has laid enough eggs to hatch a 7 a side team!

The sight of ducklings running and skimming across the water with natural flair is a heart warming spectacle.

But there are reminders of what an ugly game the natural world is as we witnessed the unfortunate killing of a moorhen’s chicks to an aggressive coot. 

Migrating birds such as martins, swifts and the cuckoo have arrived from Africa - an exchange for thousand of football fans who will be descending on African land this summer!

The Bats are back, hanging from the rafters in the visitor centre roof! Enjoy a Bat walk with our education officer on Friday 13th August. 

The warden and his work party have been tackling the paths out on the reserve. After the hard winter there are lots of holes to be fixed and of course it is grass cutting time again!

As you spend sunny days fishing on or beside the reservoir I hope you experience few “throw in’s” and plenty of ‘in the net’s’ as we reside ‘on the wing’ waiting to welcome you to an event or a browse round our visitor centre shop very soon! – Sorry for the football puns I couldn’t resist!

Joanna Scillitoe (Assistant visitor Centre Manager) 

CHARITY ANGLING DAYS

Fishing report- Charity day 23rd May 2010 For Little Havens children’s Hospice.

58 Anglers took part with many superb fish taken. The total was 298 making the rod average over 5.

A magnificent 11lb 6oz specimen was taken by Brain Saffill.

The top pro angler was Neil Bailey with 8 fish for 19lb 4oz.

The intermediate winner was John O’Keefe. 

Graham Taylor took top honours in the novice section and Sue Bailey took the booby prize for having a bigger fish than Neil, they’re so competitive!

There were no blanks which was great to see. 
Well done and many, many, thanks for all who took part.

What can I say about the day. A totally different day from last year which was non-stop rain. This year gave us bright sunshine, probably the hottest day so far, and with the water like glass the only ripple was boat movement and fish rising.

Many thanks to the lads who gave a few good tips to the less experienced anglers. I have had some good feedback so far. Let me have any feedback so we can try and improve next year. 

We wouldn’t have this day if Hanningfield had not donated it again, so let me say a very big ‘thank you’ to Graham Brown who coordinated with us to get it off the ground.

Thanks also to the bailiffs Rich and Peter, plus Dave in the shop and extra thanks to Alan Stern as without all his hard work the day would not have been a success. 

All the other donations that were given for the day were gratefully received.

The total for the day was a staggering £1,907.00.

I hope you all enjoyed the day, if you did I am already taking names for the next one, get in early, it might be fully booked.

Nige.
FLY-TYERS CORNER

With the summer fast approaching, buzzer fishing comes into it’s own.

A very versatile pattern, giving you, the fly tyer, an almost infinite number of possibilities of subtle variations is a pattern by Bill McIlroy, 

his Mk II buzzer.

Requires :- grub hook (suggest Kamasan B110 or equivalent, sizes 10 to 14), black tying thread, medium pearl tinsel, a strand of spanflex, a cheek material (such as goose biots, floss or holographic tinsel).

Method

1/ Mount hook in vice, tie on black thread. Take in close turns down shank to about half way round the bend catching in a strip of pearl tinsel and the strand of spanflex. Return thread in close touching turns to the head end.

2/ Now wind the medium tinsel in open turns up to the head end and secure with couple of turns. Now wind the spanflex in open turns lying on the pearl tinsel up to the head end and secure. Trim off excess tinsel and spanflex.

3/ tie in the selected cheek material either side of the body with the excess lying down the hook shank.
Complete a small head with the thread, now pull the strands of the cheek material forward and secure just behind the eye.
Trim off excess and whip finish to complete.

Finish with a coat all over of super glue and 2 or more coats of varnish to bring life to the pattern.

Suggested variations are chartreuse spanflex with two tone biot cheeks, claret spanflex with hot orange fluorescent cheeks or orange spanflex with orange floss cheeks but many other combinations are worth a try and will work.

Let me know if you find a particularly deadly combination – and good luck with this pattern.



MEMBER’S CONTRIBUTIONS

  Hi…I’m Colin

 
Bloody global warming!!
I was chasing a fish for 
My breakfast- when it 
Turned on me –
It was a PIRANHA!!

Please Note; This is only a joke, there are no piranhas in Hanningfield,
-if there were the “any method” fishermen would have caught one
- mind you , they don’t catch much so there could be a few- not many – so don’t trail your hands in the water.
Could that be the reason they don’t allow swimming! 

Greggy

Members Letters

Paul Gregg wrote to raise an interesting question concerning a possible “any method” trout fishing approach. He asks :-

“Should floating baits be allowed?”

He writes 

“Baits such as sweet corn or floating pellets can cause major disruptions to normal trout fishing.

I once experienced catching fish much too quickly, only to find when I got them home that they were stuffed with sweet corn. The boat behind me was about 50 metres away so the spread is considerable. 

This was in the days before “any method”.

It is almost impossible to stop this way of cheating but a start would be to ban their use in the first place.
It would be interesting to hear if other members have experienced this problem or do most people look on it as a bonus.” Greggy

Editors comment – Paul raises an interesting question. If the fishery rules were religiously obeyed and enforced then the “no ground baiting” rule would permit only the hook bait to be either sweet corn (that sinks) or floating pellets.

Both will catch trout, but without the additional enhancement of ground baiting would probably be not much different from the use of worms or maggots on their own.

Views from members would be interesting.

Letter from John O’Keefe

I attended the meeting at Hanningfield Reservoir Visitor Centre and Nature Reserve on Wednesday 12th May. The meeting was chaired by Lynne Meacock.

A number of issues were discussed before they got to me.

I first asked about the problem with the cormorants but to my surprise they already knew my feelings. 

Apparently they know a bird expert on the subject of cormorants who will come to the next meeting.

I will be happy to put to him any questions that you may have, so let me know (phone 01268 553474). I was given a report on the number of cormorants visiting this year that showed
January 2010		(46)
February 2010 		(52)
March 2010		(167)
April 2010 		(14)

This is just a monthly count made by the rangers, I then asked if Northumberland Water knew
How many fish the cormorants eat each day
How many fish Northumberland Water puts in each year.
There was nobody there from Northumberland Water so I was unable to ask their opinion on the fact that the fishermen are paying nearly £700 to feed the birds!

Anyway, that was my first visit to the Visitor’s centre and I have had enough talking about the birds and not the page three types. So tight lines.

Editors comment – thanks for your feedback, John.
HFA BADGED CLOTHING

Please be aware that stylish HFA badged fishing caps are available to all HFA members at a cost of £7 and sweat shirts at £17 each. Members purchasing both can get them for a reduced £21. If interested please contact either Alan Stern on 01245 441342 or John Stevenson on 01992 471522

COMPETITION SECTION NEWS


GENERAL REVIEW

Well the season has certainly got off to a start, but maybe not quite what we all expected.
All of the ground work has been well and truly laid, in excellent order, by Vince Howley so it basically is left to the efforts of all of us section members to support these efforts and to ensure we have another excellent, memorable season.
Regrettably, for personal reasons, Vince has had to step down from his position of competition secretary and John Stevenson has volunteered to take over the acting role of competition secretary, with the support of Alan Stern as required, to see us through the 2010 season. John has already stated that he is not in a position to carry on for the 2011 season and it will be necessary, in fact essential, if the competition section is to continue in 2011 for a new member to step forward and fulfil this function. 

Would all competition section members please consider this situation very seriously and let us know if they would be prepared in some way or other (maybe even on a shared basis) to be considered for this post in 2011.

On the competition front we already have one member, Gary Morris, who has qualified from the Chew England eliminator competition to fish the final later this year. Well done Gary.
Three members, Lloyd Pallett and Bart Farmer, through top placements, and Charlie Abrahams through the “biggest fish” wild card were successful in the Lexus Hanningfield heat and qualify for the final later in the year.
In the first of the AMFC league matches at Grafham our team finished in second position, a very satisfactory start. We did not fair so well, however in the second match fished at Bewl, finishing in last place. We need to perform up to our potential in future matches if we are to retain our group one status. 
I am aware that Leigh Pond and Lloyd Pallett, who sort out team selection, etc. for these matches, are having considerable difficulty in arranging teams to support these matches and I would ask all members to give their maximum support to Leigh and Lloyd so that the Hanningfield team can be fully present for these events. It is a real opportunity for anglers to experience competition fishing without, perhaps, the real intensity associated with the major national events. Please let them know as soon as possible of your potential availability to support the AMFC calendar.
The club championship is well underway with 2 matches fished so far.
Fuller reports of the competitions are in the following sections of the competition section report.

CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP

The first match in this year’s club championship programme was fished on Sunday April 25th with 19 eager members looking forward to this start of this competition. Fishing in the days prior to the event had been patchy and often difficult so this just damped down the enthusiasm a bit.
Fishing conditions were very pleasant, a lightish breeze mainly from a south-westerly direction, pleasantly warm, some sunny intervals and mercifully no rain.
Anglers went to all parts of the reservoir to start with but it soon became apparent that much hard work and not a little luck was needed to find the occasional fish and persuade them to co-operate. Most fish were found to be in the inlet bay / peninsular/ Atlantis areas, generally in the top few feet with many taken just below the surface. Most were taken on blobs or small lures but one or two fell to buzzers.

At the weigh-in 5 anglers distinguished themselves by having limit bags of 8 with their bag weights boosted by the time bonus awarded for an early finish, this year of 1/4 lb for every 15 minutes that they finished before the match ended.

Top rod on the day was Tim Joyce who’s 7 fish catch was boosted by the best fish of the day, a 4 lb 8 oz rainbow, giving him a bag weight of 15 lb 12 oz, identical in weight to the 8 fish, time bonus boosted, catch of Charlie Abrahams, Tim’s position being determined in these circumstances by the “best individual heavier fish” decider.
Gary Morris, 8 fish for 14 lbs 13 oz, Lloyd Pallett, 8 fish for 14 lbs 7 oz Mark Rooney, 8 fish for 14 lbs 4 oz and Phil Shaw-Brown, 8 fish for 13 lbs 8 oz finished in 3rd to 6th positions respectively.
In total the 19 competitors landed 86 fish for a rod average of 4.5 and with an average fish weight of 1 lb 12 oz. Many fish in the 2 to 2¾ were landed with John Stevenson getting the second heaviest fish weighing 4 lbs.

The second match, run jointly with the first of two England eliminator matches was fished at Hanningfield on Sunday May 16th.
In contrast to the mood of expectation of a really hard day’s fishing that preceded the first match, all competitors were in buoyant mood following the general improvement in the fishing and in particular exceptional fishing in the few pre-match practice days. They were not to be disappointed.
Weather conditions were good with a fairly constant medium south-westerly breeze, lots of cloud cover with only the occasional bright interval. The threatened rain held off right to the end of the day, with only a few drops during the match.
The anglers participating found from the start that all of the holding spots located during practice were still fishing well. Hot spots were found just by the mole, the air lines, inlet bay, the peninsular and along the dam wall in the goldfish bowl and Atlantis areas.
Most fish were found very high in the water and most anglers found success with blobs or boobies fished on intermediate or Di3 lines. The one significant exception was the use of nymphs and dhial bachs by Alan Stern, fishing along the dam wall, and this approach not only gave him a relatively early finish but also 2 of the 3 biggest fish of the day, topped by one of 7 lbs 9 oz.
In total there were 20 limit bags landed by the anglers with an overall rod average on the day of 7.4 fish per angler and an average fish weight of 1 lb 11 oz. Six finished before 1 o’clock, the first at 11 o’clock. Most anglers added time bonuses to their bag weight through their early finishing but with only 1 lb per hour bonus it did put more emphasis on being either lucky enough or skilful enough to target the better fish.

The final, time bonus adjusted, weights for the day showed Alan Stern in 1st position with a bag weighing 26 lbs 1 oz, followed by John Stevenson, 22 lbs 8 oz, Dave Franklin, 20 lbs 3 oz, Bart Farmer, 19 lbs 1 oz, (placed on largest fish fall back) Lee Bartlett, 19 lbs 1 oz and Leigh Pond, 18 lbs 13 oz. in 2nd to 6th places respectively. As a measure of how close results were only 4 lbs 10 oz separated 4th and 20th positions
Best fish of 7lbs 9 oz was caught by Alan Stern with Dave Franklin landing the second biggest at 4 lbs 12 oz.

Whilst still a long way to go, 2 further matches to be fished and the best 3 of 4 to count, current overall standing after 2 matches shows Tim Joyce in first position with 8 points followed by John Stevenson, 9 points, Alan Stern, 11 points, Charlie Abrahams, 12 points, Lloyd Pallett and Bart Farmer with 13 points and Phil Shaw-Brown with 14 points.

The next match is on June 13th and we would remind all competition members that the event is open to you all so come along and have a day out with your colleagues, even if you have not been able to participate in the earlier matches.

ENGLAND ELIMINATOR COMPETITION  

As stated before this was run in conjunction with the second club event.
Top 6 positions are as the club match results. These and other positions from the club match will be combined with the results of the second eliminator competition (June 13th) to determine who will qualify for the final later in the year.
A good second match can still ensure success for those outside the first 6 placements from the first eliminator so there’s still a lot to play for.


LEXUS COMPETITION

The Hanningfield heat of the Lexus individual championship was fished at Hanningfield on Sunday 3rd April in quite reasonable conditions with cloudy weather and light winds.
Hopes were not high as the very inclement weather had resulted in an unusually unproductive start to the season in the main.
Complete results have not yet been provided to us but of the anglers fishing only 4 bagged up and of these Lloyd Pallett, 1st place and Bart Farmer, 2nd place qualified for the final. Tim Joyce also caught his limit but was unlucky not to qualify, because the number of anglers in the heat was small. Charlie Abrahams also qualified for the final through the biggest fish “wild card” entry, in this case a cracking 4 lb rainbow.
For those interested most of the fish caught were found shoaled up in shallow water in school bay with orange blobs the successful approach.

AMFC LEAGUE

The first of this year’s 6 match series, the “Spring Match”, was fished by teams of 4 anglers representing all 4 AMFC groups and was held on Grafham Water. Conditions on the day were fine and sunny and the fishing was generally very easy with an overall average of around 7 fish per angler landed.

Fish were to be found all the way from Rainbow Point to Sanctuary Bay and most boats opted for this area. Those venturing elsewhere were not so successful but soon found out the hot areas.

With the fish to be found predominantly in the top few feet, even despite the sunny conditions, the best approach was the use of floating lines with buzzers and small nymphs with a heavier sacrificial nymph on the point

Overall winner from all groups on the day, as well as topping Group 1, was Rutland Water F.F. with 24 fish for 91 lbs 10 oz, and they were awarded the Kew/Queen Mother Plate for this success.

The Hanningfield team were beaten into second place overall by just the tiniest of margins, a mere 8 oz, a desperately close result. For Hanningfield the team of Leigh Pond, Clive Morgan, Phil Shaw-Brown and Lloyd Pallett all had 8 fish with time bonus adjusted weights between 20 lbs 4 oz and 26 lbs 2 oz.

In Group 1 the rest of the results had Bristol Reservoirs F.A. 3rd with 89 lbs 15 oz, Fish Hawks ‘A’ 4th with 68 lbs 7 oz and Bewl Bridge F.C. ‘A’ in 5th position with 26 lbs 7 oz.

Best Group 1 bag was caught by Leigh Pond at 26 lbs 2 oz and the heaviest Group 1 fish was recorded by Lloyd Pallett at 3 lbs 15 oz.

The second match was fished at Bewl in dry but heavily overcast conditions and a light north easterly wind to start but soon deteriorated with winds becoming gusty and drizzle turning into rain. Pretty miserable.

Best areas were Hook Strait and the Nose with the fish fairly high in the water. Those that found the fish early on caught well, but the deteriorating conditions significantly affected the catch rate later in the day.

Overall the rod average was 4.9 with an average weight of  1 lb 14½ oz. Best fish was caught by Ian Lashman, Fish Hawks, at 3 lbs 7 oz. There were 7 limit bags.

Top team on the day were Bewl Bridge F.C. ‘A’ with 37 fish for 74 lbs 9 oz followed by Rutland Water F.F. with 35 fish for 72 lbs 12 oz.

Hanningfield regrettably had an off-day finishing in 5th place with 17 fish for 31 lbs 14 oz with Dave Franklin our best angler on the day.

This result shows that after 2 matches Rutland are in the lead with 9 points, Bewl and Bristol in joint 2nd place with 6 points, Hanningfield in 4th place with 5 points, just 1 point ahead of Fish Hawks.

HFA COMPETITION SECTION OFFICIALS, 2010

The competition section AGM was held on Sunday 28th February and officials were agreed to run the affairs of the section for 2010.

Subsequent to this Vince Howley has relinquished his position as competition secretary for personal reasons and following general enquiries with the section members John Stevenson has agreed to fulfil this function for the remainder of the season

As a result the officials for the 2010 season are as follows

Competition secretary	John Stevenson	
Phone number	01992 471522	(mobile 07855 300005)
Competition treasurer	Alan Stern	
Phone number	01245 441342	(mobile 07785 750306)

In addition, team selection for the various AMFC and other major championships will be handled by
Lloyd Pallett		Phone number	01279 626548	(mobile 07931 966783)
Leigh Pond		Phone number	07774 999958 (mobile)

HFA members with questions concerning competition section activities should contact the above.

John Stevenson
Acting competition secretary
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